THE  ENGLISH  RENAISSANCE

ship, and sailed along the American coast southward to
Florida.

The first attempt of the Merchant Adventurers was to find

a north-east passage to Asia. Richard Chancellor with one of

their ships reached the White Sea, and travelled from there

overland to Moscow, where he established trading and

diplomatic relations for the first time between England and

Russia. Other Englishmen followed, crossing Russia to the

Caspian, Persia and Central Asia, and in 1558, the year of

Elizabeth's  accession  to  the throne,  Anthony Jenkinson

reached Bokhara. Then it was supposed that the riches of

Cathay, the great kingdom described by Odoric of Pordenone

and Marco Polo, the medieval travellers, could be reached by

a north-westerly route, and that, just as Magellan had sailed

round the southern extremity of America, so some English

pioneer might circumnavigate its northern shores. The chief

result of this theory was the heroic enterprise of Martin

Frobisher and John Davies, who failed to find a north-west

passage, but succeeded in discovering much of the northern

part of Canada. But in Elizabeth's reign a new school of

navigators sprang up. The northern school was in a large

measure the result of unwillingness to interfere with the

Spanish monopoly in  Central  and  South  America,  for

Catholic England was on good terms with Spain. The new

school, however, was a southern school, and it had learned

much from the exploits of French Protestant sea rovers, who

had shown that, powerful as Spain might be in Europe, her

settlements in the New World were ill defended against a

resolute attack. French cruisers had captured many rich

Spanish vessels returning from America and from seizing

ships they soon proceeded to attack ports. In 1536 a French

ship actually captured the great Spanish town of Havana in

Cuba and held it to ransom. The French Protestant corsairs

were soon joined by Protestant Dutchmen and Englishmen,

eager to harry the subjects of the King of Spain, the hated

enemy of their religion, and 'equally eager to seize and share

the fabulous wealth of the "Indies", which he had hitherto

monopolised. In the early years of Elizabeth's reign this kind

of piracy became a sort of national industry. For centuries
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